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Experimenting

2

Emerging

3
Developing

4

Effective

5 \
Strong

Ideas

the meaning
and development
ol the message

Searching for a topic
Limited information
Vague details
Random thoughts

.

.

.

Hinls al topic

Reader left with many
unanswered quastions

Sporadic details
Glimmer ol maln point

General topic defined
Reasonably clear ideas
Datails present but not
precise

Shows some specilics

Topic fairly narrowed

New ways of thinking about
lopic attempled

Credible details with some
support

Wiiter undorstands lopic

Narrow and manageable
topic

Claoar, focused, and answers
readers’ questions

Relevant, accurate details
Shows insight into lopic

Organization

the internal
structure
of the piece

No lead or conclusion
Sequencing nol present
Mo awareness ol pacing
Hard to tollow

Inetfective lead and
canclusion

Some sequencing
apparent

Pacing awkward
Some altempl at structure

Houtine lead and
conclusion

Mainly logical sequencing
Pacing generally under
control

Common structures detract
from content

Eflective lead and etfective
conclusion

Sequencing works well
Well-conlrolled pacing
Smooth flow

Inviting introduction and
saustying conclusion
Masterful sequencing
Arttul pacing used for
styhstic effect

Structure showcased the
central ideas or theme

Voice

the way the writer
brings the topic
to life

No concern for audience
Lifeless and mechanical
Flat or inappropriate
Purpose nol present

Occasionally aware of
audience

General slatements require
reader interprelation

Tries 1o engage reader
Hints al purpose

Occasionally intrigues the
reader
Pleasing, yet “safe®

Whiterireader connection
lades in and out

Purpose inconsistent

.

Interesting and informative
Pleasing; takes risks

Engages reader most of
the time
Purpose consistent

Compelling and engaging
Takes effeclive risks
Rclluc._ts Interest and
commitment o topic
Purpose is clear and
powerul

Word Choice
the specific
vocabulary the
wriler uses to
convey meaning

Vocabulary is limited
Simple words used
incorrectly

No ligurative language
Words do not convey
meaning

Generally correct words;
no spice

Language is lunclional
Allemipls inleresting words

Words convey general
meaning

Some aclive vertis and
recise nouns

A moment or lwo af sparkle
Experiments with figurative
language

Wuords begin 1o enhance
meaning

Effective and creative verbs
and nouns

Waording mostly correct

Figurative language is
eliective

Wards and plrases work
well

Powertul and engaging
words

Wording is accurale and
precise

Arttul use of figurative
language
Wordsflanguage create
meaninglul piclures

Sentence Fluency

the way the words
and phrases flow
throughout the text

Choppy, rambling, or
incomplele

No “sentence sense”
Oral reading not possible
Repslitive beginnings

.

.

.

Some simple sentences

Occasional connecting
word use

Oral reading difficul

Atlempls vanalion in
senlence beginnings

Allempts compound and
complex senlences

Sentences usually connect
Parts invite oral reading

Sentences begin in different
wuys

Begins 10 have easy flow
and rhythm

Strong and vaned slruclure
Oral reading encourages
expression in places
Sentences well crafted

thsrauu hythm, cadence,
and flow

Crealive use of senlence
length and structure
Invites expressive reading

Senlences enhance
meaning

Conventions

the mechanical
correctness of
the piece

Spalling errors impade
readability

Incorrect punctuation and
capitalization

Many grammar errors
Lack of paragraphing

.

Spalling errors on aasy
words

Ertors on basic punctuation
and capitalization

Some usage and grammar
erors

Occasional use of
paragraphing

Spalling generally corract
on basic words

Routine punctuation and
capitalization

Grammar errors infrequent
Consistent paragraphing

Fow spaolling erfors even on
mora ditficull words
Consistent use of
punctuation and
capitalization

Grammar and usage
correct

Paragraphing stylistically
effective

Spolling corroct even on
mare dithicull words
Accurale and creative

use of puncluation and
capitalization

Grammar and usage
contnbute to clarity and style
Sound and creative
paragraphing

Presentation
the overall
appearance of
the work

¥

Handwriting unreadiable
Random spacing or lack of
spacing

Poor use of while space

Overall appearance
unacceptable

Handwriting poor
Some thoughl given lo
spacing

Altempls al margins/
headers

Overall appearance is
distracting

.

.

Handwriting mostly
readable but inconsistent

Allempts consistent spacing
Margins and headers
ellective

Overall appearance is
acceptable

Legible handwriting
Spacing improves clarity
Experiments with graphic
elements

Overall appearance shows
balance and proportion

Consistent and uniform
handwnitung

Good balance of space

and text

Eftectively integrates graphic
elements

Overall appearance is
pleasing
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